
(Lamoine) - Thereôs a 
change at the top in 
education in Lamoine 
following the departure 
of Katrina Kane who 
has become the full time 
Superintendent of 
Schools for the 
Ellsworth School 
Department.  The 
Lamoine and Hancock 
School Departments 
have hired Rob Liebow 
to act as ñinterimò 
Superintendent for at 
least the next year. 
 Liebow is well 
familiar with the area, as 
he ran the school 
department that 
encompasses all of Mt. 
Desert Island for 8 years 
before departing for a similar job in 
Rockport, Massachusetts.  
 Liebow says heôs thrilled to take 
the job before he retires from the education 
community.  One of his first priorities 
during the summer is to shore up office 
space.  The Ellsworth School Department 
had provided space for the Lamoine/
Hancock Superintendent, but had indicated 
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Steady Budget Should Lower Taxes 
(Lamoine) - As inflation rages worldwide, 
property owners in Lamoine should see a 
slightly lower tax bill when the Board of 
Assessors makes its tax commitment in 
July, 2022.  Many factors go into the 
calculation of the property tax rate, and 
while the figures were not final at the end 
of June, the property tax rate should end 
up at about 11.2 mills ($11.20 per $1,000 
valuation).  The mill rate for the 2021/22 
fiscal year was 11.5 mills. 
 The biggest factor in calculating 
the property tax is the annual budget.  A 
townôs budget consists of three partsðthe 
municipal government operation, the 
school department operations and the 
county tax component.  
 The municipal spending budget 
increased by $12,880 or 1.28%.  However, 
offsetting revenues dropped by $88,845.00 
as the revaluation reserve was allocated in 
the past fiscal year and not available to 
offset in the 22/23 budget.  That 
necessitated $101,726 new property tax 

dollars for the municipal side of the 
budget.  
 The school budget, which was 
approved on June 22nd saw a decrease of 
tax dollars needed by $75,831.  More state 
funding and available fund balance to 
offset some increased facility costs are 
credited with bringing the budget down, 
despite higher energy costs.  
 The third budget component is 
beyond direct control of town meeting 
voters.  The County Commissioners set the 
Hancock County Budget, and Lamoineôs 
share is up $11,838 or 9.25% compared to 
the 21/22 fiscal year.  
 The other part of setting the tax 
rate is the townôs valuation.  Preliminary 
data showed the taxable value is up 
roughly $2.5 million dollars.  Increased 
funding to reimburse for homestead 
property tax exemptions and increased 
projected municipal revenue sharing from 
the State of Maine helped reduce the 
amount to raise.  

School Budget 
Passes Swiftly 

(Lamoine) - Voters approved the 15 
articles for a $3.5 million dollar school 
budget in just 26 minutes in late June.  
Convening at the school gym on June 
22nd, voters selected Maurice ñJoeò 
Marshall as the moderator who took each 
of the items, got a motion to pass and a 
2nd and asked for discussion.  Most of 
the articles generated no discussion and a 
swift vote in favor.  Town Clerk Jennifer 
Kovacs-Lord checked in just 18 voters 
who showed up for the meeting.   
 Two other articles passed at the 
town meeting.  One appropriated $15,000 
from the townôs undesignated fund 
balance (surplus) to provide for 
maintenance at the athletic fields behind 
the school.  The fields had fallen into 
tough shape from a lack of use and 
maintenance during periods of low 
enrollment in the past few years.  The 
other article approved an ordinance that 
will allow the fire department to seek 
restitution for certain fire responses.  
Both of those articles passed with little 
discussion.   
 The attendees gave a round of 
applause to Superintendent of Schools 
Katrina Kane in her final town meeting.  
Kane will step down on June 30th when 
she becomes the full time Superintendent 
for the Ellsworth School Department.  

Animal Control Officer Leaving 
Regional Replacement Under Consideration 

(Lamoine) - Debbie Verrill-McFarland has 
given the Select Board notice that she will 
leave the Animal Control Officer position 
as of September first, after just a little 
more than a year on the job.  Several 
neighboring communities, including 
Trenton and Hancock are also seeking 
someone to fill the required position with 
little interest shown in working part time.   
 Verrill-McFarland noted that the 
job is more of a police officer type of job 

than it is providing services to animals, and 
requires a skill set she was not comfortable 
with.  
 Town officials will start 
discussions with several other communities 
to explore the possibility of hiring a 
common officer to provide the ACO 
services on a regional basis.  Anyone 
interested in service as the ACO is invited 
to contact the Lamoine Town Hall as soon 
as possible.   

Inflation Scuttles 
Planned Paving for 

2022 
(Lamoine) - Record high fuel prices, 
while making it difficult to afford a tank 
of gas, have also seen the cost to create 
pavement skyrocket.  The town had 
budgeted about $100/ton for paving 
Marlboro Beach Road, Maxwell Avenue, 
and Lorimer Road during the fiscal year 
that begins on July 1, 2022.  The word is 
that bids in other communities were 
approaching $300 dollars per ton.  That 
would have created an over-budget 
situation and the Select Board has 
decided to defer on paving until fuel 
prices stabilize. 
 Pavement is a petroleum and 
gravel/stone product.  The ñdirtò is 
covered with asphalt which binds it 
together, and asphalt is a product of the 
oil refining process.  With crude oil 
prices hitting record levels and refining 
capacity limited, the economic concept of 
supply and demand has led to the price 
increase.  Additionally, the trucks that 
haul the pavement and the machines that 
place it on the roadway all run on diesel 
fuel which has hit over $6.00 per gallon, 
driving up costs for paving companies. 
 Itôs hoped that with time oil 
prices might come down and perhaps that 
paving can be accomplished in the spring 
of 2023 instead.  The town plans to 
closely monitor the cost of asphalt and 
pick the right time to complete the 
projects.  

New Superintendent is Familiar Face 

Former AOS 91 (MDI) Superintendent Rob Liebow has agreed 
to be Lamoine & Hancockôs Superintendent of Schools 

that space was short as Mrs. Kane 
transitions to the new position.  The school 
systems also share business office 
functions, and Liebow hopes that that 
sharing arrangement will continue under 
his tenure. 
 Liebow, has a long education 
background including teacher, coach and 
athletic director. Heôs also a boat captain.  
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Appeals Board Overturns Denial 
(Lamoine) - Lamoineôs Board of Appeals 
has granted a Ford Lane familyôs request 
to replace and enlarge a deck/step area that 
is less than 25 feet from a property line, 
ruling that the enlarged area is no closer to 
the line than the existing structure.  Code 
Enforcement Officer Rebecca Albright had 
denied the construction permit application 
submitted by John Clewley on the grounds 
that the current non-conforming area 
which is 22 feet from the property line 
would be more non-conforming as it 

would run further along their home.  
 Initially Mr. Clewley sought a 
variance to allow for the new area but the 
Appeals Board turned that request down, 
advising the home owner to appeal the 
CEOôs denial instead. 
 The ruling found that the new 
construction would maintain the 22-foot 
setback and not be ñmore non-conformingò 
than the current situation, which they felt is 
allowed under the Building and Land Use 
Ordinance.   

New Subdivision 
Lots Sell Quickly 

(Lamoine) - The Portland and Florida 
based development company that won 
approval for an 11-lot subdivision 
between Douglas Highway and the 
Jordan River has started marketing the 
lots, and the word from potential buyers 
is that the lots have been quickly spoken 
for.  Within days of installation of the 
subdivision road, parking area and 
electrical poles and line, property 
transactions began the closing process 
and by monthôs end, at least six of the 
lots have changed hands. 
 The Planning Board approved the 
Jordan Shores Subdivision prior to April 
1, 2022, and the final signed plan has 
been filed at the Hancock County 
Registry of Deeds.  Planning Board Chair 
John Holt has contacted the developer 
expressing concern about the grade of the 
steep road that will lead into the 
subdivision.  
 Marine worm and clam harvesters 
have quickly taken a liking to the public 
parking area and path to Jordan River 
that was included in the plan, and 
vehicles that had been parked helter-
skelter along Douglas Highway are now 
parked well off the road in an orderly 
fashion to access the mud at low tide.  
 The subdivision still has to install 
an 10,000 gallon underground tank and 
fire hydrant, and the hardware for that 
has been ordered and should arrive 
sometime this summer.  
 Several potential purchasers 
contacted the town office as the land was 
being actively marketed.  Town officials 
were able to supply the approved plan in 
electronic format to answer most 
questions.  

Planning Board Exploring State Housing 
Change Rules 

(Lamoine) - Lamoineôs current Building 
and Land Use Ordinance requires that each 
new dwelling unit constructed in town 
have at least 40,000 square feet of land on 
which it sits.  The Maine Legislature has 
passed laws that may conflict with that 
requirement, allowing multiple housing 
units within a single family dwelling.  
How that will mesh with local ordinance 
requirements is a task that towns and cities 
across Maine are under taking, and thereôs 
a deadline to alter ordinances to comply 
with the new legislation.  
 As lawmakers were debating the 
ordinance, at least two property owners 
contacted the Code Enforcement Officer to 
inquire about existing homes that 
apparently had been used as duplexes but 
had not received a permit to do so from the 
town.  One applied for and was granted an 
after-the-fact permit and will install a 
larger septic system which will support all 

the bedrooms created by the 2nd dwelling 
unit.  The other home was built many 
decades ago, and notations on an older 
property card made reference to an 
apartment inside the existing building.  
An updated septic plan has been designed 
and filed at the Hancock County Registry 
of Deeds in the event that the existing 
system fails in the future.  
 Those considering expansion of 
an existing single family home into a 
duplex are advised to work closely with 
the Code Enforcement Officer before 
embarking on that effort.  The lot size 
and setback requirements remain in 
place, and itôs still state law that septic 
systems be sized to accommodate the 
total number of bedrooms that dwelling 
unit(s) contain and that requirement will 
remain in place.  The Planning Board 
expects to seek help from Maine 
Municipal Association on the issue.  

Appeals Board 
Welcomes 2 New 
Members, Gets 
Advice 

(Lamoine) - Lamoineôs Board of Appeals 
welcomed back a former member to the 
Board and a new member who recently 
moved to town.  Melody Havey served 
on the Board for several years before job 
commitments created a time conflict.  
Havey works for the Maine Office of the 
Attorney General, dealing with 
Department of Human Services matters.  
Gary Loft also joins as an alternate 
member of the Appeals Board.  He 
moved to town many months ago from 
Blue Hill where he also served on a 
municipal board. 
 The Appeals Board has been 
working for years to craft an ordinance to 
create a uniform way to deal with appeals 
across the several town ordinances that 
contain an appeal process.  The latest 
draft dated in March of 2022 was sent for 
review to town attorney Dan Pileggi of 
Acadia Law Group. The board has 
received back Mr. Pileggiôs review of the 
proposed ordinance, but has yet to meet 
to discuss the issues identified by the 
attorney.  Itôs not clear what changes will 
be made to the proposed ordinance 
before the Select Board is requested to 
place it before voters.  

Aquaculture 
Regulation on Hold 

For Now 
(Lamoine) - The townôs Select Board has 
opted not to request voters to pass a 
moratorium on aquaculture projects that 
might be proposed in waters off Lamoine 
at this time, despite a request to do so from 
an advocacy group.  Representatives of 
Protect Maineôs Fishing Heritage 
Foundation met with the Select Board 
during the spring, requesting that any 
projects off Lamoine be put on hold until 
the town can develop an ordinance.  The 
Town of Gouldsboro is in the process of 
implementing such an ordinance and has 
run into some hurdles from the State 
Department of Marine Resources which 
holds all regulatory authority for project 
leases in waters beyond the low tide mark. 
The Select Board will monitor the 
developments in Gouldsboro closely.  
 Meanwhile the town meeting in 
March requested the Select Board seek 
intervenor status on the proposed salmon 
farming operation in Frenchman Bay from 
a Norwegian Company called American 
Aquafarms.  The Select Board met with 
town attorney Dan Pileggi to seek advice 
on how to proceed on the matter, but days 
before the planned meeting, the permit 
was rejected by the Department of Marine 
Resources.  The salmon operation does not 
border Lamoine, but many are concerned 
that environmental impacts from the 
operation could adversely affect water 
quality and navigation in the bay where 
several lobstermen make their living.  

Permits Issued 
(Lamoine) - Code Enforcement Officer 
Rebecca Albright issued the following 
permits in the 2nd quarter of 2022: 

Nbr Name Project 

9 Walker, Michael Garage 

10 Labossiere, Anne Deck Expand 

11 Poray, Cynthia Carport 

12 Spevets, Antoinette Shed 

13 Clewley, John Addition 

14 Heyse, Ian Barn, Home 

15 Witkus, Gail Mfg. Home 

16 Cervelli, Phyllis Shed 

17 Cervelli, Phyllis RV 

18 VanVranken, Pat Deck 

19 Young, Dana Garage 

20 Mauro, Jimmy Shed 

23 Trenholm, Jocelyn Addition 

24 St. John, Rebecca Garage 

25 Norton, Clyde Residence 

26 Rileyôs Way LLC Duplex 

27 Archer, Earle Addition 

28 Murphy Properties Shed 

29 Soule, Edmund Addition 

Two permit applications are pending 
payment.  Albright issued 4 internal 
plumbing permits, 3 new septic permits, 
and three septic field replacement permits 
with one permit pending payment.  



(Lamoine) - While State election officials 
reported relatively low turnout for the June 
primary election, the number of voters in 
Lamoine well exceeded the state average.  
A special State Senate election may have 
played a role. 
 The Democratic Primary drew 257 
voters to the polls, about 48% of those 
registered in the party.  There were no 
contested primary races among Democrats, 
but Senate candidate Nicole Grohoski 
garnered 309 votes in Lamoine, 90 more 
than Republican Brian Langley.   
 The Republican Party drew 184 
voters, or about 33% of those registered.  
Lamoine resident Duncan Haass saw a 
100-vote victory in a State House race, 
but Steven Coston outpolled Haass in 
other towns and will appear on the 
November ballot against incumbent 
Democrat Lynne Williams. 
 The special senate election also 
drew 96 voters not enrolled in either 
major party.  The total turnout was 537 
voters, about 33% of those registered.  
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Traffic Lights Replace MDOT Flaggers 

A Maine DOT portable traffic light sits 
along Douglas Highway (Route 184) in 
Lamoine, maintaining single lane traffic 
while work crews perform necessary 
drainage work along the state road. 

(Lamoine) - Motorists in 
Lamoine were a little 
surprised to see a set of 
traffic lights operating on 
state roads this summer. 
Traffic in town is not 
exactly very heavyðthe 
usual ñjamò is caused by 
flocks of turkeys crossing 
the road. 
 The Maine 
Department of 
Transportation installed a 
set or portable lights, first 
on Partridge Cove Road 
(Route 204) and then on 
Douglas Highway (Route 
184) as crews dug ditches 
to improve drainage along 
those sections of road that 
were identified by 
engineers with issues.  
Instead of utilizing at least 
two workers to manually 
stop traffic with flappable 
stop/slow paddle signs and 
radios, traffic lights were placed at each 
end of the work areas to maintain a single 
lane of traffic and keep the MDOT workers 
safe from oncoming traffic.  Work is 
expected to continue off and on through the 
summer months.  

New Welcome Sign 
Installed 

(Lamoine) - The town line with 
Ellsworth on Douglas Highway (Route 
184) has a brand new Welcome to 
Lamoine sign in place.  The Select Board 
approved construction of the second sign 
many months ago, and Mohr Signs of 
Trenton crafted it, delivering the sign in 
May.  It matches the sign installed on 
Jordan River Road (Route 204). 
 The former sign was crafted 
about 25-years ago by the late Patricia 
Haugh, shortly after her family moved to 
Lamoine.  Sun and harsh weather had 
eroded the sign significantly.  Town 
officials removed the sign just prior to 
the new signôs installation and delivered 
it to her husband, Chuck Weber, who 
said his son Charles had wanted to keep 
it as a memory of his mother.   
 Eagle Scout Richard McMullen, 
who now owns his own construction 
company and the townôs snow plowing 
contract, constructed the sign post for his 
Eagle Scout project when he was a 
teenager.  The posts for the two signs 
remain in place.  

Lamoineôs Facilities Maintenance 
Director Mike Hodgkins installs the new 

Welcome to Lamoine sign. 

All Hired Personnel 
Reappointed 

(Lamoine) - The Select Board has signed 
new contracts with all of its contracted 
employees whose contracts were due to 
expire on June 30th, a sign of continued 
stability in town government.  Returning 
for a one year contract are Code 
Enforcement Officer Rebecca Albright, 
Transfer Station Manager Chris Meyer and 
Facilities Maintenance Director Michael 
Hodgkins.   
 Town Clerk and Tax Collector 
Jennifer Kovacs-Lord who will complete 
her 20th year on the job for the town, has 
signed a 3-year contract.  Administrative 
Assistant Stu Marckoon is currently in the 
2nd year of a three year agreement.  
 Annually the Select Board reviews 
how the previous year has gone with 
employees and ask for any suggestions on 
what can be done to improve things for the 
town.  The Board this year also attempted 
to bring compensation to competitive 
levels with other similar positions in other 
communities and in recognition of 
experience and training.  

Beach Sewage Spill Complaint Unfounded 
(Lamoine) - The call was a bit disturbing. 
A woman from the Dedham area contacted 
town staff to report what she was 
convinced was an illegal sewage release 
along Lamoine Beach in May.  She said 
her husband and young daughter were 
walking along the beach when the 
daughter sank up to her knees in the 
material.  The woman initially reported the 
situation was near Lamoine State Park, but 
questioning revealed that the area in 
question was adjacent to the town 
maintained park. 
 That set off an immediate check of 
the area by office staff. Administrator Stu 

Marckoon searched the area described by 
the caller, but could find no evidence of 
sewage.  A large amount of seaweed has 
washed up to the high water mark on the 
beach and much of it was decaying and 
still spongy.  
 The Marine Patrol was also 
contacted and came to the same 
conclusion. It so happened a representative 
of the Maine DEP was in town the next 
day and accompanied Marckoon to the 
area in question, and he too confirmed the 
material was decaying seaweed.  
 The town communicated its 
findings by e-mail with the complainant. 

Ditching to Improve 
State Roads 

A Maine DOT crew digs up the shoulder 
and ditch build-up to improve drainage 

by the Lamoine Town Hall 

(Lamoine) - Maineôs Department of 
Transportation has spent much of the 
quarter shaping ditches in problem areas 
of Routes 184 and 204.  The project is on 
the 2-year work plan, budgeted at more 
than $200,000.  DOT work crews are 
using state and rented equipment to 
accomplish the ditching project a few 
days of each week.  

Turnout Strong for 
June Primary Vote 


